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relocated some operations 
there before discovering the 
new barns lacked finished 
electrical and water service. 
Rather than run the 100th 
fair without cattle and horse 
shows, the board decided to 
stay put one more year. Some 
events moved to the new site’s 
convention center this year as 
a preview of what’s coming; 
the full move is expected next 
year, contingent on the barns 
being finished.

That commitment shows 
up most vividly in an area 
the board calls Grandma’s 
Barnyard, born when a 
board member asked staff to 
recreate the barnyard his own 
grandmother kept when he 
was a kid. Visitors there find 
dairy cows next to beef cows, a 
blacksmith, cast-iron cooking 
over a wood stove and an 
antique corn sheller kids can 
crank by hand.

Glascock treats the space 
as a classroom. “I want them 
to learn something,” she 
said. “You don’t have to be a 
farmer, but you should have to 

appreciate what farmers do.”
Dyer says his own favorite 

corner of the grounds has 
nothing to do with rides at 
all. He gravitates toward the 
cultural arts building, where 
quilts, canned goods and 
handiwork sit under glass 
with the year’s ribbons pinned 
beside them. “To me, the fair 
really starts when we have 
our entries in place and all the 
ribbons are out,” he said.

Both sides of this fair 
are also watching something 
disappear. Glascock points to 
Tennessee losing an estimated 
10 acres of farmland an hour, 
and to a generation of kids 
who have never stood close 
enough to a cow to know 
what one smells like. Lane 
describes an entire industry 
contracting around him: 
traveling circuses have gone 
from roughly 350 nationwide 
40 years ago to about 25 
today, and he counts DOT 
regulation and a shrinking 
pool of workers willing to 
live on the road among the 
biggest threats to what’s 
left of the carnival business. 
“There are times I think we’re 
a dying dinosaur,” he said.

This year, some of it 
showed up all at once. Rain 
fell during nearly every 
night of the 10-day run, and 
total attendance finished at 
43,348, down from 59,615 in 
2025, a drop of more than 27 
percent. What held, even as 
the numbers dropped, was 
the crowd that did show up. 
On the final night, under the 
same rain that had dogged 
the run all week, people 
were still laughing their way 
through the gates, unwilling 

to let the weather write the 
story of the 100th year.

What has kept the 
Putnam County Fair standing 
through all of it looks less 
like a strategy and more like 
stubbornness dressed up as 
tradition. The board tinkers 
instead of overhauling: adding 
a selfie category one year to 
see if it catches on, retiring 
an entry class nobody enters 
anymore, moving toward the 
new grounds a piece at a time 
instead of all at once. James 

Gang has not missed a single 
opening in decades. This year, 
both traditions leaned into 
the moment together: the fair 
partnered with local Army 
recruiters to mark the service’s 
250th birthday alongside 
its own centennial, with the 
county’s oldest living veteran 
cutting the first slice of cake for 
its newest recruit.

Ask anyone on the board 
what worries them about 
leaving this ground behind, 
and they will tell you it is not 
the move itself. It’s whether 
the feeling survives the 
address change. 

“We try to remind people 
it’s moved before,” Clouse 
said. “It was a big new thing 
when we moved here, too, 
and look what it became. We 
want to create a fair where 
new generations can make 
memories at that new property, 
just like we have here.”

A hundred years in, the 
Putnam County Fair is still 
betting on the same thing it 
started with: get people here, 
teach them something and 
they’ll keep coming back, 
generation after generation, 
long after the mud has dried.

PUTNAM
Continued from page 58

Cookeville’s oldest Army Veteran (left) and newest recruit 
(right) cut into a cake celebrating the 250th anniversary of 
the U.S.A, the U.S. Army as well as the 100th running of the 
fair. COURTESY BRANDON KROGAN
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SYRACUSE, N.Y. 
— “Overall, we had 
particularly good weather 
for the 13-day run of the 
fair,” said Katie Rey, 
associate director of 
public information for the 
Great New York State 
Fair. “Cooler but steady 
temperatures that stayed 
below 80 degrees helped 
make for a comfortable 
experience. While there 
were a couple of overcast 
days leading into a severe 
weather day on September 
2, resulting in an early 
closure of the fair on that 
day, many fairgoers took 
advantage of a lovely stretch 
of New York weather.”

When all was said 
and done, 962,795 people 
visited, up 36,806 from 
2025. The highest attended 
day was Saturday, August 
29, when 114,644 fairgoers 
were on the grounds. “This 
is what GREAT looks like” 
was the theme this year.

Wade Shows was again 
the midway provider, 
bringing 68 total rides, with 
a fair portion appealing to 
the kiddie set. There were 
six rides new to the spot 
that included Crazy Dance 
(Fabbri Group), Rock Star 
(ARM), Dream Wheel 

(Technical Park) and 
Wipeout (Chance), along 
with two kiddie rides. 

The most popular rides 
included the Giant Wheel 
(Chance), Big Apple Slide 
(Euro Slide) and Wave 
Swinger (Chance).  

Frank Zaitshik, owner 
of Wade Shows, is proud of 
his crew: “The nucleus of 
this is what we call our East 
Coast unit. It’s headed up by 
Jimmy Danton. He’s been 
with Wade Shows before 

me. The team that’s here, I 
can’t speak highly enough 
about. Our office manager 
here is Carmen Kellog. 
She’s been with us since 
she was a teenager.” (Her 
husband used to move the 
Super Cyclone roller coaster 
(Interpark); now his son 
does the work.) “He’s kind 
of overseeing the Sky Tram 

and the Vertigo (ARM) that 
belongs to my pal, Corky 
Powers, who loaned us that 
for several spots because he 
wasn’t using it.”

“Of course we bring 
Dreamland (Amusements) 
in here,” said Zaitshik. 
"I can’t say enough good 
things about them. They 
have been with us since the 
beginning. It used to be Bob 
and Kathy DeStanfino’s 
unit. When they got a 
couple of dates, they traded 

up, then Gerry Shoup, their 
son-in-law, came (to take 
over). They have several 
new pieces with us.”    

Wade Shows had 
tremendous success with 
advance sales, which 
started five years ago. 

“I’m really proud of 
our advance sale program. 
In 2022, with about 30 
days before the fair, they 
had not implemented an 
advance sale program. In 
discussions with them, they 
would prefer not to do it, so 
they turned that over to us,” 
said Zaitshik. “With 30 days 
out, we had to scramble. We 
started out with a bang to 
get a lot of attention. We did 
a flash sale that we called 
the ‘20-20-20.’ It was 20 days 
away, and for 20 hours only, 
and it was for 20 bucks. 
We had tremendous success 
with that. I think we grossed 
in 20 hours about $265,000. 
We thought that was just 
great. That program has 
grown to where this year we 
sold over 27,000 armbands, 
something like $664,000 in a 
20-hour period!”

Promotions the 
carnival offered included 
Wacky Wednesdays with 
armbands for $25 and a 
one-dollar-per-ride day on 
the final day of the fair. 
During Tasty Tuesdays, all 
food stands had a three-to-
five-dollar food item. 

Zaitshik was also 
encouraged by the opposite 
end with pricing. “I’m all 
for raising prices where it 
is necessary. What I’m not 

Attendance up for the 2026 edition of Great New York State Fair

AT: B. Derek Shaw
bdshaw@amusementtoday.com

Event loses a day to 
severe weather, yet 
succeeds overall

Wade Shows had two major coasters at the Great New York State Fair — the Super Cyclone 
roller coaster (above) and the Mighty Mouse roller coaster (below). AT/B. DEREK SHAW

Wade Shows brought 68 rides to the Great New York State 
Fair, with nearly half designed for the younger crowd.
AT/B. DEREK SHAW

4See NEW YORK, page 63

The #1 Leading Slide Manufacturer in America!
World’s Largest 5 Lane, One Trailer Slide — 108 ft.!

FREDERIKSEN INDUSTRIES, INC.
5212 St. Paul St. • Tampa, Fla. 33619 • (813) 628-4545 • FAX (813) 621-3679

funslide.com

• Financing and Leasing Available
• Slide or Rain Bags
• Trades Considered
• 90 ft. Fiberglass Slide
• 65 ft. Fiberglass Slide

mailto:bdshaw%40amusementtoday.com?subject=
http://funslide.com
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for is an unjustified raise 
just because your neighbor 
did it. Just because your 
neighbor can get $22 for a 
turkey leg, doesn’t mean 
you should.”

Zaitshik talked about 
working with the fair. 
“We realize that no matter 
where we are at, we’re 
lucky enough to play in 
somebody else’s sandbox. 
We’re in the beginning of 
our relationship with the 
current administration. 
We’re both learning to know 
each other and know what’s 
important to each other. I’m 
extremely pleased with our 
relationship here.”   

Wade has been using 
H2B workers from Mexico 
since 1998. 

“When we first started 
using it, there weren’t the 
restrictions, or there wasn’t 
the demand for workers. 
We always got our workers 
because we opened in 
the middle of January," 
Zaitshik said. "Now that’s a 
challenge today. I’m really 
crossing my fingers and 
hoping that this year or 
(in) 2027 at the latest, that 
the certified workers bill 
will pass in Congress, 
which will make all 
carnival people’s lives 
a lot easier. Particularly 
for a guy like me that 
opens in mid-January, we 
can’t gamble and be at the 
mercy of a lottery.”

Rey noted what sets this 
state fair apart: “We’re the 
first and oldest state fair in 
the country, and we’re also 
the most affordable fair at $8 
full price per ticket. Adults 
65+ and children 12 and 
younger were free every day. 
Included with the cost of 

admission were numerous 
entertainment opportunities, 
such as the Chevrolet Music 
Series, which featured 40+ 
national recording artists 
(and three to four concerts 
daily), as well as 17 acclaimed 
grounds entertainment acts, 
such as Hollywood Circus 
and The Mentalist, and 
multiple exhibits throughout 
the 375-acre New York State 
Fairgrounds.”

When asked about their 
media mix and advertising 
budget, Rey explained, “We 
do not have this information 
yet, but we do know with 
certainty that social media 
is a big driver in awareness 
and information, with over 
19 million views between 
August 12 and September 8.”

Some of the more 
interesting food items 
included tater tot buckets 
with dill sauce; a broccoli, 

cheddar baked potato with 
hot Cheetos and sour cream; 
pickle wine slushies; vanilla 
boozy milkshake with a 
shot of whiskey; apple pie-
filled burritos and teriyaki 
mac-and-cheese bowls with 
scallions.

The America 250 
anniversary was on display 
in many ways at the fair, 
from the butter sculpture 
to the annual fair pin, sand 
sculpture, great American 
drone show and more. This 
was also the first year they 
offered entertainment in 
Suburban Pond, with Ski 
Extreme Productions offering 
stunts and tricks for fairgoers. 
The first indoor three-
ring circus of any state fair 
was held inside Exposition 
Center. They also partnered 
with Momentum Refresh to 
provide an accessible mobile 
restroom experience.

Entertainment included 
Third Eye Blind with 
49,000 people in attendance 
at Suburban Park, the 
biggest attended concert. 
Other acts throughout 
the 13 days included The 
All-American Rejects, 
Flo Rida, Stella Lefty, Air 
Supply and the Shrekno 
Shrek Rave closing out 
the schedule.

Rey summed up the 
fair: “The 2026 Fair was 
incredibly successful 
in many ways. Not only 
did we see an increase in 
attendance from previous 

years, with some early 
indications from our 
Midway Flash Sale, but 
we saw a very smooth fair 
from a safety and security 
standpoint. People could 
come through the gates with 
peace of mind, knowing we 
put their safety first. The 
fair is still very much a part 
of New Yorkers’ summer 
plans, and we’re proud to 
contribute to creating new 
memories for fairgoers.”   

The 2027 edition 
runs from August 25 to 
September 6.

●nysfair.ny.gov

The America 250 anniversary was celebrated in many ways, including the annual sand sculpture 
(above). The popular eight-lane Big Apple Slide (right) also plays the Florida State Fair as well 
as the North Carolina State Fair. COURTESY THE GREAT NEW YORK STATE FAIR; AT/B. DEREK SHAW

NEW YORK
Continued from page 62
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Temps heat up Tennessee’s biggest fair, more than 640,000 attend

LEBANON, Tenn. — Very 
hot temperatures brought 
down attendance this year 
at the Wilson County Fair-
Tennessee State Fair held 
August 13 - 22 at the James 
E. Ward Agricultural Center 
in Lebanon, Tennessee.

The 2026 fair drew 
647,118 visitors, down 
from 795,526 in 2025 and 
861,425 in 2024.

Yet fair officials were 
pleased with the fair’s results, 
even with temperatures 
approaching and/or at 100 
degrees and humidity levels 
maintaining a daily average 
of around 73% and morning 
levels frequently spiking 
above 85%.

The fair’s president, 
Randall Clemons, reported 
the fair drew record entries 
for competitions, shows 
and exhibits with over 3,000 
events. There were more 
than 150 livestock shows, 16 
stages of entertainment, over 
150 activities and events, 
over 60 midway rides, 
more than 100 concessions 
and over 100 vendors and 
commercial booths.

The fair’s theme this 
year was Tennessee Voices 
and Volunteers Celebrating 
America 250! As part of the 
theme, fairgoers experienced 
a unique tribute to the 
nation's semi-quincentennial 
throughout the fairgrounds. 
There were patriotic displays 
and themed activities across 
the fairgrounds, including a 
Field of Flags, special photo 
opportunities and patriotic 
decorations celebrating 
across the fairgrounds.

Many of the fair's exhibits 
and competitions featured 
a Most Patriotic category, 
encouraging participants to 
showcase their creativity and 
American pride through art, 
crafts, photography, floral 
displays and more.

One of the most 
anticipated features of the 
fair's America 250 celebration 
was the arrival of the 
America 250 Freedom Truck, 
a traveling interactive exhibit 
that is making stops across 
the nation as part of the 
country's 250th anniversary 
commemoration. This 
unique attraction brings 

American history to life 
through interactive displays, 
inspiring stories and 
educational experiences that 
showcase the people, events 
and ideals that have shaped 
the United States over the 
last two and a half centuries.

Visitors to the fair also 
experienced the biggest 
and brightest midway 
ever presented, according 
to Richard Reithoffer, 
president of Reithoffer 
Shows, the fair’s carnival 
ride provider. The midway 
included returning favorites 
such as the Gentle Giant, 
a 105-foot Ferris wheel, 
multiple roller coasters and 
the popular Sky Ride, which 
debuted at the fair last year.

“This year, our team has 
gone all out refurbishing 
several of our classic rides 
through complete rebuilds 
and extensive renovations,” 
Reithoffer said before the fair 
kicked off. “I believe the show 
will look better than it ever 
has in Lebanon. We strive to 
provide the finest carnival ride 
experience of any traveling 

midway in America.”
Among the attractions 

receiving a dramatic 
transformation is the Century 
Wheel, a 65-foot-tall Ferris 
wheel that has undergone a 
complete makeover. There 
was also a newly transformed 
Mystery Machine, formerly 
known as the Magic Bus. The 
carnival’s Rocking Tug also 
received a fresh new look.

“We have one of the best 
ride refurbishment teams 
in the industry,” Reithoffer 
reported. “Our maintenance 
supervisor, Tom Popovich, 
has more than 30 years of 
experience in the amusement 
business. When Tom finishes 
rebuilding a ride, it truly 
looks brand new.”

New for midway visitors 
this year was a Saturday 
Armband Matinee, with ride 
armbands sold from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. that were valid 
until 5 p.m.

In addition to the 2026 
theme, the fair featured its 
agricultural commodity, 
Year of Forestry. There was a 
spotlight on the role forestry 

plays in Tennessee’s economy, 
environment and everyday 
life. Fairgoers were treated 
to exhibits, educational 
displays and interactive 
experiences showcasing forest 
management, forest products 
and the importance of 
conserving natural resources 
for future generations. 

The 16 entertainment 
stages included performances 
of all types of musical genres 
and other performances, 
including bluegrass and 
country music, clogging and 
square dancing competitions. 
There were pageants, 
a hypnotist, strolling 
entertainers and more.

Two nights of the fair 
featured special concerts 
presented by Bates Ford. 
Grammy-award-winning 
country music
artist Linda Davis performed 
on Sunday, August 16, 
followed by country music 
star RaeLynn on Monday, 
August 17.

There were nightly 
motorsport events as well as 
nightly livestock events. The 

motorsports events included 
Monster Truck Show, Bump 
and Derby Run, Tractor Pull, 
4 Wheeler Rodeo and Antique 
and Farm Tractor Pull.

Livestock auctions and 
competitions, with 4-H and 
FAA participation, included 
beef cattle, dairy cattle, goats, 
horses, mules, sheep, swine, 
poultry and rabbits. 

And then there is the 
Wilson County Competition 
with local participation 
showing off their hay and 
field crops, creative arts, 
eggs, honey, baked goods, 
decorated round hay bales, 
horticulture and many more. 
New 2026 competitions 
included Log Sawing, Timber 
Callin’ and Build a Birdhouse.

Another popular feature 
at the Wilson County Fair - 
Tennessee State Fair is the 
Historic Fiddlers Grove 
area. This year, the area 
included demonstrations, 
agricultural education, 
a petting zoo, the Paul 
Bunyan Lumberjack Show 
and more. 
●wilsoncountytnstatefair.com

AT: Pam Sherborne
psherborne@amusementtoday.com

Reithoffer Shows, the carnival operator for the Wilson County Fair-Tennessee State Fair, Lebanon, Tennessee, provided 
more than 60 rides to the fair’s midway, including the popular skyride (below left). Nightly motorsports (below right) were 
also a featured attraction of the fair. The event saw a drop in attendance this year from 2025, due to very hot temperatures. 
COURTESY WILSON COUNTY FAIR-TENNESSEE STATE FAIR

http://wilsoncountytnstatefair.com
mailto:psherborne%40amusementtoday.com?subject=
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MIDWAYSCENE
AT: B. Derek Shaw
bdshaw@amusementtoday.com

The 2026 Erie County Fair 
Impact Report, highlighting the 
accomplishments and community 
impact of the Hamburg, New York, fair, 
was released shortly after the conclusion 
of their 12-day run.

“Following the 2025 Fair, we knew 
the rising cost of attending events was 
becoming a concern for guests. At a 
time when people are paying more for 
nearly everything, we did not want to 
simply accept that a day at the fair had 
to become more expensive too. Instead, 
we challenged ourselves and our partners 
to look differently at how we could create 
greater value for our guests,” said Jessica 
Underberg, CEO and fair manager. 

To that end, the fair lowered 
admission prices, introduced early bird 
pricing, continued free admission for 
children 12 and under and free parking, 
worked with the food concessionaires 
to provide an option for $7 or less, and 
partnered with Strates Shows to offer 
new ride promotions, including $2 ride 
day and Sunday pay-one-price matinees.

“Our goal was never simply to make 
the fair cheaper. It was to give fairgoers 
more choices and make it easier to enjoy 
the fair in a way that worked for their 
budget, without sacrificing the quality 
of the experience,” said Underberg. 

“What we saw over the 12 days 
was encouraging,” she continued. 
“Fairgoers embraced that greater 
choice and flexibility. Some came 
early to take advantage of reduced 
admission. Some planned their visit 
around ride promotions. Others sought 
out lower-priced food options. There 
was no single way to experience the fair, 
and that was exactly the point. We want 
families to feel that the Erie County 
Fair is still a place where they can 
come together, enjoy the traditions they 
love, discover something new and make 
memories without feeling like every part 
of the experience is out of reach.

“That matters because the long-
term strength of this fair is about much 
more than any one August. It is about 
making sure today’s families continue to 
feel connected to the Erie County Fair 
and want to bring the next generation 
back with them. Just as important as 
affordability is safety. People should be 
able to come to the Erie County Fair 
with their families and friends and feel 
comfortable simply enjoying their day. 
Maintaining that sense of safety and trust 
is fundamental to the experience we want 
every guest to have, and it remains one of 

our highest priorities,” cited Underberg.
On opening day, fairgoers donated 

160,905 pounds of food to benefit 
FeedMore WNY, pushing their partnership 
beyond one million pounds donated since 
2013. More than 5,700 guests received 
hands-only CPR training; there were 9,000 
competitive exhibit entries showcased 
throughout the fairgrounds, and the fair 
awarded $128,000 in scholarships to 41 
deserving students. 

Underberg summed things up by 
saying, “The 2026 Erie County Fair 
was a strong example of that balance; 
protecting the traditions people love 
while continuing to make the Fair more 
accessible, more welcoming and safer 
for everyone who joins us.”

The 187th Erie County Fair returns 
next August 11–22.

•
The International Association of 

Fairs & Expositions (IAFE) has undergone 
significant changes over the past 18 
months. It has updated systems, evaluated 
operations and identified opportunities 
to use its resources more efficiently while 
keeping focus where it belongs: on serving 
the members.

The IAFE board of directors took 
a comprehensive look at the IAFE 
headquarters building in Springfield, 
Missouri, that was constructed and built 
for the association in 1985. At one time, 
as many as 16 staff members worked 
in the 6,000-square-foot facility. Today, 
with most of their staff working remotely 
and just four employees working in the 
office daily, that leaves a significant 
portion of the building unused.

The board considered several 
options, including continuing to own 
and operate the building, leasing 
all or part of the space, and selling 
the property. After discussion about 
the current and future needs of the 
association, the board determined that 
selling the building was the best option 
for IAFE. In August, the board accepted 
an offer to purchase the property, which 
was finalized in mid-September.

IAFE staff have secured a new, smaller 
office space in Springfield. The new space 
better aligns with their current needs while 
allowing them to maintain a Springfield 
presence. Proceeds from the sale of the 
building will be placed in a restricted 
fund, preserving the value of this asset 
and allowing it to continue working for 
the benefit of the association. The new 
address is 4650 South National Avenue, 
Suite D1, Springfield, Missouri, 65810.

SNAPSHOTS
Luehrs' Ideal Rides

Thomas and William Atkins, sons of Kristin Clair Atkins, help 
out in the Lemonade and other various food stands during 
their summer with Luehrs’ Ideal Rides. 

Andrew Schoendiest Jr., 
and wife, Benna, enjoy a 
sunny day together. 

Pearl Schoendienst, daughter 
of Andrew Schoendienst, Jr., 
enjoys helping out in the Yum 
Yum Shoppe. 

Kyle Keitzman has been 
overseeing the cones and 
floats ice cream stand for 
four years. 

Josue Lozano has been 
working on the Century 
Wheel for Luehrs’ Ideal 
Rides for 14 years. 

Luis Castellanos is seen 
here taking tickets. He 
has worked with Luehrs’ 
Ideal Rides for nearly 
a full decade. 
COURTESY LUEHRS’ 
IDEAL RIDES

ALL IMAGES COURTESY 
LUEHRS’ IDEAL RIDES
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2026 Ventura County Fair shines, foregoes independent midway

VENTURA, Calif. — 
The Ventura County Fair, 
Ventura, California, reported 
that almost 269,000 guests 
attended the 2026 edition, 
held July 29 to Aug. 9, 
slightly over the number the 
fair drew in 2025.

In addition, said Megan 
Hook, in charge of the fair’s 
public relations, marketing 
and sponsorships: “We’ve 
focused on enhancing the 
onsite experience, which has 
helped encourage attendees 
to stay longer and enjoy more 
of what the fair has to offer.”

Officials not only saw 
an attendance increase, but 
they also enjoyed a jump 
in concert ticket sales and 
carnival revenues, with 
revenues increasing in all fair 
categories but the rodeo.

The fair went from an 
independent midway to using 
a core, one-operator carnival 
company this year. The fair 
board contracted Helm and 
Sons Amusements, which 
brought more than 50 rides 
and attractions, many of them 
new to the midway, Hook 
said. The midway layout was 
also reimagined with family 
and kids' rides located in 
one location and thrill rides 
located closer to the ocean. 

“There were a number of 
factors at play when deciding 
to move to a core carnival,” 
Hook said, “but two of the 
biggest were the desire to 
create a more cohesive look 
and reducing the significant 
workload that comes with 
managing an independent 
carnival, especially for our 

small staff.”
Fair officials decided to go 

with an independent midway 
in 2022 and operated that way 
for 2023, 2024 and 2025.

Reports showed that 
carnival sales jumped to $3.1 
million this year, compared to 
$2.5 million in 2025. Wristbands 
for unlimited rides were 
available every day of the fair.

After the 2026 fair's 
success, the fair board signed 
a five-year extension with 
Helm and Sons. 

Ride highlights included 
the Diamond Wheel that gave 
riders a beach and pier view, 
a double-decker carousel, the 
Big Splash water ride, three 
Ferris wheels total, Musik 
Express and Zipper. There 
were themed funhouses 
such as Upside Down, a 

Conjuring-themed haunted 
house and a Stranger Things-
themed funhouse. 

Another highlight this year 
was the fair’s concert series.

“Our VIP model and 
layout continue to evolve 
and grow each year,” Hook 
said. “We are the only venue 
within our county that offers 
electronic dance music 
(EDM) concerts, which have 
been hugely successful. We 
had Marshmello this year 
and Diplo last year.”

People had the choice to 
buy VIP tickets and get better 
seats for grandstand shows. 
Or guests could just attend 
as part of their admission 
to the fair. According to a 
report posted on the Ventura 
County Star, people bought 
3,645 VIP tickets for EDM 
Marshmello, the biggest 
draw of the fair.

Iration, the reggae-rock 
band founded in the Santa 
Barbara area, was second 
with 3,550 tickets bought, 
according to the same report.

Other performers that 
were part of that main concert 
series included Bush, who 
opened the fair, Jake Owen, 
Herencia de Patrones with 
Banda Maguey and Banda 
Toro, Ashanti featuring Bow 
Wow, Switchfoot featuring 
Hoobastank, and Nate Smith. 

There were other free 
stages including the Pacifico 
Stage, Seabreeze Stage and 
the Gardens. All held daily 

entertainment. 
Flying U Rodeo, a 

paid event, held five shows 
throughout the fair. 

Hook said other highlights 
this year included a free 
petting zoo, free contests such 
as karaoke and a free Beerfest 
that included free samplings 
from local breweries.

New food items brought 
out big eaters. Some of the 
new offerings included 
Tiramisu Cinnamon Roll, 
Giant Chocolate Cookie, 
Mini Cookies, Blondies and 
Brownies, Vegan Udon Broth, 
Udon Noodle Bowls, Pork 
Belly Ramen, Spring Rolls, 
Buffalo Chicken Grilled 
Cheese, Pulled Pork Grilled 
Cheese, Avocado Empanada, 
Corn Burritos and Sushi 
Pops, just to name a few.

The Ventura County Star 
reported that there were $5.7 
million in concession sales, with 
each visitor spending about $21 
on food. That is a more than 
14% increase over last year.

And it wouldn’t be 
a county fair without 
livestock auctions and 
exhibits and competitions 
of all varieties. The 
Junior Livestock Auction 
included entries from the 
4-H, FAA and Grange 
Youth. Those categories 
featured the likes of Broiler 
Meat Pens, Market Lambs, 
Rabbit Meat Pens, Market 
Steers, Supreme Champion 
Drive, Foundation Hog, 

Market Swine, Turkeys 
and Market Goats. 

Other competitions and 
exhibits featured categories 
such as agriculture, amateur 
art, floriculture, gems and 
minerals, hobbies and 
collections, home arts, 
photography, professional 
art and small livestock. 

The fair implemented a 
new Clear Bag Policy for 2026 
as an ongoing commitment 
to guest and staff safety. 
Approved bags included 
clear plastic, vinyl or PVC 
bags not exceeding 12 inches 
by six inches by 12 inches; 
clear purses and fanny packs 
within size limits; medically 
necessary bags and diaper 
bags, with the last two 
subject to inspection.

Prohibited bags included 
non-clear backpacks, purses 
or fanny packs larger than 
the approved size of 12 
inches by six inches by 12 
inches; printed-pattern bags 
or tinted bags and camera 
bags, binocular cases and 
seat cushions with storage. 

The fair did allow 
reusable drinking containers 
and water flasks as long 
as they were empty upon 
entering the fair. There 
were designated water 
filling stations inside the 
venue. Metal containers 
were allowed, but subject to 
inspection. Glass containers 
were prohibited. 

●venturacountyfair.org

AT: Pam Sherborne
psherborne@amusementtoday.com

This year, fair officials contracted with one core carnival, choosing Helm and Sons Amusements, which brought more than 50 rides 
and attractions (above left). The midway also offered an array of midway games (above right). COURTESY VENTURA COUNTY FAIR

The Ventura County Fair is known for its robust free 
entertainment program, including its main stage acts. COURTESY 
VENTURA COUNTY FAIR

http://venturacountyfair.org
mailto:psherborne%40amusementtoday.com?subject=
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COLUMBUS — In late 
July, before the start of 
the 2026 Ohio State Fair, 
Governor Mike DeWine 
and First Lady Fran cut the 
ribbon on the new Ohio 
Children’s Carousel at the 
Ohio State Fairgrounds.  
The two were also 
personally involved in the 
design of the carousel, a 
tribute to Ohio’s children 
and the heart, history and 
heritage of the Buckeye State.

The 30 carousel 
characters include fair 
animals such as a goat, pig, 
sheep, llama, rooster, rabbit 
and steer; native Ohio 
animals such as a bison, 
white-tailed deer buck, 
bobcat, river otter, box turtle, 
beaver, monarch butterfly, 
bald eagle, trumpeter swan 
and cardinal; and horses 
that represent parts of 
Ohio’s history.

“Fran and I think the 
new, permanent carousel 
will be a central gathering 
place for families at the 
Ohio State Fairgrounds,” 
said Governor DeWine. 
“We created a carousel 
that is more than a ride. 
It’s a journey through the 
Buckeye State, and we 
think this hand-carved 
masterpiece will help 
Ohioans build memories 
for generations.”

The new, permanent 
carousel near the entrance to 
the Ohio State Expo Center 
also has two chariots. They 
feature woodland creatures 
and native Ohio flowers 

and plants. The Storybook 
Chariot depicts artwork by 
Ohio artist Loren Long and 
represents the importance of 
reading and Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library of 
Ohio, the free book program 
for children under the age of 
five in Ohio. 

“We currently have 
more than 428,000 Ohio 
children receiving a free 
Imagination Library book 
in the mail every single 
month, which the research 
shows will help more 
children become ready 
for kindergarten,” said 
First Lady Fran DeWine. 
“It makes sense that a 
storybook theme is part of 
this magical experience, 
along with Ohio’s state 
flag, state seal, state bird, 

state flower and many key 
Ohio places and moments 
in history.”

The carousel includes 
the names of all 88 counties, 
as well as 12 rounding 
boards depicting scenes 
such as Clifton Mill, Serpent 
Mound, the Ohio State Fair, 
Neil Armstrong on the 
Moon and the Wright Flyer 

III over Huffman Prairie. 
There are 12 other inner 
façade murals that depict 
Ohio landmarks such as 
Marblehead Lighthouse, 
Freedom Stairway, Old 
Man’s Cave, Canton’s 
Palace Theatre and 
Fountain Square.

Mary Talley, vice 
president of Talley’s 
Amusements, was quite 
impressed with the 
carousel. “It’s absolutely 
beautiful. It’s unbelievable. 
There are animals on there 
that I have never seen on a 
carousel and they were all 
hand-carved. They have a 
chariot on it that has the 
governor’s dog. The entire 
state is represented so very 
well on the carousel. This 
is like nothing I have ever 
seen before. It is all so well 
done. It is state of the art. 
The building is amazing — 
it’s so high-tech. I had the 
opportunity to operate it, 

you know. I operated the 
Ohio Children’s Carousel 
for the governor and the 
first lady! I’ve never seen 
a governor love the fair so 
much as he does.”

With more than three 
decades of experience in the 
carousel field, Todd Goings 
led the team at Carousels 
and Carvings that designed 
and created the carousel 
in-house at its headquarters 
in Marion, Ohio. The 
manufacturer also restores 
antique carousels in-house.

“It’s been an honor for 
every member of our team 
— including the carvers 
who shaped the animals 
and chariots, the artists who 
painted everything and the 
machinists who made the 
carousel go around — to 
create this carousel in our 
home state,” said Goings, 
founder and president of 
the company. “Carousels 
are unique pieces of art, 
because riders get to interact 
with the art — and that’s 
where the magic comes in.”

“Ohio is special in that 
I can’t think of any other 
fair that has its own custom 
carousel,” said Ohio State 
Fair Executive Director 
Adam Heffron. “The 
Carousel creates an exciting 
new centerpiece for our 
fairgrounds for many years 
to come.”

The Ohio Children’s 
Carousel will be open 
during every 12-day Ohio 
State Fair and at select 
events throughout the 
year on that side of the 
fairgrounds. 

“Fran and I think the 
new, permanent carousel 
will be a central gathering 
place for families at the 
Ohio State Fairgrounds,” 
said DeWine. “

Next year, the fair will 
run July 28 through August 8.

Note: Other fairgrounds 
that have a permanent carousel 
in North America include 
Fair Park, Dallas, home 
of the State Fair of Texas 
and the Washington State 
Fairgrounds Event Center, 
home of the Washington State 
Fair, Puyallup. 

●ohiostatefair.com

Children’s Carousel permanent addition to Ohio State Fairgrounds
AT: B. Derek Shaw
bdshaw@amusementtoday.com

The 30 carousel animals (above) include a goat, pig, sheep, llama, rooster, rabbit and 
steer; native Ohio animals such as a bison, white-tailed deer buck, bobcat, river otter, box 
turtle, beaver, monarch butterfly, bald eagle, trumpeter swan and cardinal; and horses that 
represent parts of Ohio’s history. In late July, Governor Mike DeWine and First Lady Fran 
DeWine are joined by family members and others involved in building the Ohio Children's 
Carousel to cut the ribbon on the new ride (below). COURTESY STEFAN HINZ, OHIO STATE FAIR

The ride's 30 animals — including this horse and bald eagle 
— are incredibly detailed (left). The carousel's rounding 
boards celebrate various activities throughout Ohio (above). 
COURTESY STEFAN HINZ

http://ohiostatefair.com
mailto:bdshaw%40amusementtoday.com?subject=
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AUCTION

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE

• Vekoma Family Boomerang 
Coaster.....Call for Price

• ARM Vertigo (P/M).....$599,000
• Zamperla Red Barron....$59,000  

• Altitude Rides  
Drop Tower........$99,000

• Zamperla Air Race.....$399,000 
• Chance Moby Dick.......$399,000 
• Technical Park Aerobat......$549,000   

• ARM G-Force.........$399,000
• ARM Mega Bounce.....$499,000

• Satori Balloon  
Ferris Wheel.....$69,000 

• Kilinski Slide.........$39,000
• Visa Mini  

Bumper Cars (6).....$69,000
• S & S Frog Hopper.....$49,000

Call Len or Earl 
(908) 526-8009 

www.Rides4U.com

FOR SALE

● 14 Player Stools
● Trailer included
   (24’ long x 8’ wide x 12’ high)
● New parts
   purchased in 2025
● Moving parts are 
   Race Horses
● Top sign not electrified
   (does have light sockets)
● Located in Rossville, Ga.

Roll-A-Ball game 
Bobs Space Racers

$5,000 
Buyer must

remove/transport

Contact
Tennyson Dickinson

tdickinson@lakewinnie.com

2026 Media Planner2026 Media Planner

GOLDEN TICKET

V
.I

.P
.

2
0
2
6

AWARDS™

BEST OF THE BEST!

Home of theHome of the

2026 Media Planner
NOW AVAILABLE

online!

http://rides4u.com
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